MoveEmbeds Template Documentation

This is a small template set to fix a, hopefully, temporary omission in Clarion 7

First to describe the problem.

Let’s say you’re developing a new procedure and you don’t quite know the end result or the format of the data required.

In such a case you’ll probably find it easier, if you’re like me, to use a data embed to add your data declarations, rather than using the Insert button on the Local Data dialog.

Of course the problem with that is that the declarations can be used, but they’re not ‘visible’ to any other templates, nor do the declarations appear on the ‘Populate Column’ field list, listbox formatter etc etc…

In Clarion 6 you can fix this by simply cutting out the declarations and pasting them into the ellipsis button by the side of the Data button on Procedure Properties.

Once pasted in the declarations are ‘fixed up’ by Clarion and are then available as if they’d been entered ‘properly’ in the first place.

This ability to cut and paste data embed declarations is not (at the moment) present in Clarion 7, which means you have to manually enter the individual lines.
This can be quite a bind, especially if your declaration embed is large.

Now to describe the fix.

OK, whilst we’re waiting for SoftVelocity to correct the omission I’ve come up with a small template set that provides a workaround.

The template set MoveEmbeds.TPL is simple:-

#TEMPLATE(MoveEmbeds,'Move Embed Utility Template'),FAMILY('ABC'),FAMILY('CW20')

#!----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

#EXTENSION(MoveIntoLocalData,'Move Embed into Local Data'),PROCEDURE

#LOCALDATA

#ENDLOCALDATA

#!----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

#EXTENSION(MoveIntoGlobalData,'Move Embed into Global Data'),APPLICATION

#GLOBALDATA

#ENDGLOBALDATA

#!-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

You need to copy this into the Clarion 7 \Template\Win folder, and register it.

You also need to ensure that Tools – Application Options – Registry tab – ‘Re-Register when changed’ and ‘Update Template Chain when edited’ are both ticked. 
(nb Usage notes on next page)

Usage.

To use open the source file for MoveEmbeds.TPL with File – Open File

Within your loaded solution locate the data declaration you wish to move, and cut it out.

Then paste it into either the space between

#LOCALDATA

#ENDLOCALDATA

or

#GLOBALDATA

#ENDGLOBALDATA

Depending on whether you want to move the data embed into Global Data or Local Procedure Data.

Click on the Save icon on the toolbar to ensure the TPL file (and hence the template registry) is updated.

Now add the MoveEmbeds Global extension (or Procedure extension) to the Global (or Procedure) Extensions list for the Application or Procedure.
Finally Save, Close and Re-Open the Solution.

If you now check the relevant Data section your cut and pasted declarations will be present.

It’s a feature of Global and Local data added by a template that the declarations remain even after the template is removed. So you can safely remove the extension at the end of your development session.

All the above sounds like a lot of work, but in practice, once set up it takes seconds, and is certainly quicker than entering a complex set of declarations one by one.

HTH
Graham

